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The James Jones Society Newsletter
Preserving a legacy.

Welcome:
A note from the president’s desk.

To the James Jones Literary Society,

We are gearing up for the joint conference of the James Jones Literary Society with the Norman
Mailer Society to be held November 9-12, 2011 in Austin, TX. This one-time event is cosponsored by the Harry Ransom Center where all but one of the lectures, readings,
presentations, and meetings will be held.
Please see more information about rooms and registration in this mailing and attached to the
James Jones Society webpages where you also view updated Society news and the online
newsletter at: www.jamesjonesliterarysociety.org.
We have also posted the most up to date copy of the conference program. It has evolved into a
rich offering that includes readings and presentations by many Jones Society folks, including
Kaylie Jones, Don Sackrider, Mike Lennon, Warren Mason, Ray Elliott, George Hendrick, Larry
Heinemann, and Tim O’Brient to name a few. We do hope you will consider coming to Austin
to share in these events.
There will be NO conference registration fee for either Society member as long as your society
dues are paid. Attendees who do not belong to either society will be billed $50 to register.
Kaylie Jones and Michael Mailer (“Talking about our fathers”) are the final luncheon speakers
on Saturday at 1 p.m. The lunch is an additional cost of $47. For your convenience, we have
included a registration form in this mailing. Dues can be paid on the society website via
paypal or mailed to
The James Jones Literary Society
P.O. Box 68, Robinson, IL 62454
Hope to see you in Austin,
Bonnie Culver
James Jones Literary Society President, conference organizer, 2011
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Society News:
Highlighting the goings on going on…
•

As	
  reported	
  in	
  the	
  recent	
  James	
  Jones	
  Literary	
  Society	
  newsletter,	
  the	
  James	
  Jones	
  Chair	
  
in	
  World	
  War	
  II	
  Studies	
  was	
  established	
  at	
  Eastern	
  Illinois	
  University	
  in	
  Charleston	
  with	
  a	
  
$10,000	
  contribution	
  from	
  the	
  society	
  from	
  funds	
  left	
  by	
  former	
  Handy	
  Colony	
  writer	
  
Charles	
  Webb	
  in	
  his	
  will	
  for	
  such	
  purposes.	
  Part	
  of	
  the	
  $125,000	
  Robb	
  bequeathal	
  was	
  
combined	
  with	
  contributions	
  from	
  board	
  members	
  and	
  others,	
  including	
  another	
  former	
  
Handy	
  Colony	
  member	
  and	
  longtime	
  Jones	
  friend	
  Don	
  Sackrider,	
  whose	
  initial	
  
contribution	
  set	
  up	
  the	
  James	
  Jones	
  First	
  Novel	
  Fellowship	
  endowment	
  at	
  Wilkes	
  
University.	
  The	
  other	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  Robb	
  estate	
  has	
  been	
  earmarked	
  with	
  other	
  
contributions	
  for	
  encouraging	
  young	
  writers	
  and	
  society	
  expenses	
  for	
  the	
  quarterly	
  
newsletter,	
  the	
  annual	
  symposia,	
  operational	
  expenses	
  and	
  other	
  writing	
  awards	
  which	
  
include:	
  	
  The	
  James	
  Jones	
  Short	
  Story	
  Award,	
  The	
  Lincoln	
  Trail	
  College	
  Award,	
  and	
  the	
  The	
  
Valentine	
  Short	
  Story	
  essay	
  for	
  Clark	
  and	
  Crawford	
  county	
  high	
  school	
  students.	
  
	
  

•

Open Road Media announces the ebook publication of seven titles by legendary
novelist James Jones, on May 10, 2011. Jones’s literary debut, From Here to Eternity,
became an international bestseller and Academy Award–winning film following its
publication in 1951. It earned Jones the National Book Award and established him as a
leading American author of the World War II generation. Now, for the first time,
previously censored scenes and dialogue have been restored to the text of From Here
to Eternity. The Restored Edition includes never-before-seen passages that were cut
from the original manuscript, including those containing reference to homosexuality in
the military, four-letter words, political material, and philosophical content about art
and society. This edition also features a new afterword by renowned Jones expert
George Hendrick, Professor Emeritus, University of Illinois, exploring the editing and
censorship process of From Here to Eternity.	
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James Jones
Literary
Society

A Commitment to Local Writers:
Illinois Awards
Illinois Emerging
Writers
Competition
Established in 2005 by the Illinois Center for the
Book, the Illinois Emerging Writers Competition
promotes creative writing and provide a regional
outlet for emerging writers. In 2006, the Illinois
Center for the Book formed a partnership with the
James Jones Literary Society to offer a short story
award.
The contest accepts stories until the end of June
annually with the winners to be announced in
November. Judging consists of three rounds with
blind readings. Statewide literary professionals
judge the initial rounds. Founding Jones Society
member and former society president Ray Elliott
serves as the final judge for the literary
competition.
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Lincoln Trail Writing
Award
The James Jones Literary Society maintains its connection
to his hometown via the Lincoln Trail Writing Award. This
contest, run in conjunction with Lincoln Trail Community
College, awards a $500 prize for the best short story
written by a high school senior or at least 18 years old or
older officially residing in Crawford or Clark County,
Illinois, or a graduate of LTC. Also eligible are students
who have already earned credits from LTC, high school
seniors graduating this spring who will attend LTC at least
part-time this year, and current LTC students.

Valentine Essay
Contest
The James Jones Literary Society has established a
Valentine's Day essay contest at Marshall and Robinson
high schools, based on the Jones short story, "The
Valentine.” The short story tells the story of a young boy
setting out to save the money for a box of Valentine
candy for a girl who hardly knows he exists and the
humiliation he feels from her rejection after he finally
hands her the box at school on Valentine's Day and then
runs to the cloakroom to hide his embarrassment.
Students are asked to express their feelings about the
short story. First place is awarded $75, and publication
in local newspapers

James Jones First Novel Fellowship:
Two Decades of Winners

James Jones
Literary
Society

Established in 1992, the James Jones First Novel Fellow honors “the spirit of unblinking honest,
determination, and insight into modern cultre as exemplified by (the writings of) James Jones.
It is awarded to an American author of a first novel
in-progress. Into its second decade, the
competition has grown in size with 667
submissions for the 2011 award. The James Jones
First Novel Fellowship not only awards a $10,000
first place prize, but offers two runners-up a $750
award each.
The James Jones First Novel Fellowship is housed
at Wilkes University MA/MFA Creative Writing
Program.

Past Award Winners
2010: Gina Ventre
2009: Tena Russ
2008: Margarite Landry
2007: Robin Oliveira

1999: Louise Wareham

2006: Herta Feely

1998: Judith Barnes

2005: Anne Campisi
2004: John E. Smelcer
2003: Laine Cunningham
2002: Linda Busby Parker
2001: Ray Cristina

1997: Leslie Schwartz
1996: Greg Hrbek
1995: Rick Bass and Tanuja Desai Hidier
1994: Mary Kay Zuravleff
1993: Nancy Flynn

2000: Steven Phillip Policoff
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James Jones First Novel:
Three Winners: Three Reflections

“Winning the fellowship changed my life.
Professionally, It opened the doors to the
publishing world for me: it was the first
sentence to agents in my query letters
when the novel was finished, and I
believe, got me a read when I might have
ended up in the slush pile. But more
important, winning the fellowship imbued
me with the sense that the novel I'd been
writing for years had value. Not only that,

“In the years since I’d begun (The
winning manuscript Eden Undone ) in
graduate school, I’d come to realize
that I was a better writer of shorter
pieces—stories, short creative nonfiction pieces, and poems. So, instead,
I began excavating the draft as source
material for numerous other projects.

Advice from a past winner:

In 2004, I was awarded the Oregon
Literary Fellowship/Leslie Bradshaw
Award in Literary Nonfiction from
Literary Arts in Portland, Oregon.

-Laine Cunningham (winner 2004)

Jones' call that I had won must have made

The award was a crucial vote of
confidence at a time when I had just
begun to (very tentatively) put my
baby toes back into the pool of
writing.”

her wonder whether or not I was in my

-Nancy Flynn (winner: 1993)

but that I had value as a writer. My
admittedly emotional response to Kaylie

right mind, but I had been on the verge of
quitting for some time, doubting my
abilities to write what was turning out to be

Ms. Flynn’s latest work The Hours of Us
was nominated for an Oregon Book
Award in 2007.

“Keep submitting. Never give up. I
think I submitted Message Stick three
times to (The James Jones First Novel
Fellowship) before it finally won. I was
rewriting the entire time. Persistance
pays off!”

Ms. Cunningham is currently working
on her fourth novel.

Past winners who have gone on to
publishing success include:
2007: Robin Olivera
2004: John E. Smelcer
2002: Linda Busby Parker

a very difficult book. Because of the

2000: Steven Phillip Policoff

fellowship, I had the courage to forge

1999: Louise Wareham

ahead, trust my instincts, finish, and then
venture out into the world with my project.”
- Robin Olivera (winner: 2007)

1998: Judith Barnes
1997: Leslie Schwartz
1996: Greg Hrbek

Ms. Olivera’s manuscript was published in
2010 under the title My Name is Mary
Sutter by Viking Press.
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1995: Rick Bass
1994: Mary Kay Zuravleff

Robert Shuster: 2011 James Jones First
Novel Fellowship Winner

Robert Shuster from Bedford, NY is the recipient of the 2011 James Jones First Novel Fellowship for his novel
in-progress entitled, TO ZENZI. The First Novel Fellowship is co-sponsored by the James Jones Literary Society and
the Wilkes University Graduate Creative Writing Program. 2011 marks the 20th year anniversary of this fellowship
and partnership. The $10,000 first prize will be awarded at the joint conference of the Norman Mailer Society and
James Jones Society to be held at the Henry Ransom Center on the University of Texas campus on November 9-12,
2011.
The final judges for this year’s winners were: Dr. Bonnie
Culver, director of the M.A./M.F.A. Creative Writing Program at
Wilkes; Nina Solomon, creative writing faculty member and Jones
Advisory Board member; and Laurie Moyer, Wilkes M.A. alum
and Jones Advisory Board member.
TO ZENZI is set in WWII Germany and told from the pointof-view of a young boy who is forced into joining the Nazi Army
near the end of the war. Robert Shuster's fiction has appeared, or
is forthcoming, in Witness, The Mississippi Review, The Alaska
Quarterly Review, and Another Chicago Magazine, among other
publications. His short stories have been included in the anthologies Micro Fiction, Yellow Silk II, and Short Prose for
Critical Readers. His work has won several awards, among them a fellowship from the American Antiquarian Society.
He is a regular contributor to The Village Voice with art reviews, and he has also written about arts and culture for The
Los Angeles Times, The Portland Oregonian, The Threepenny Review, and Seattle Weekly. An accomplished tuba
player, he performs regularly with Manhattan's award-winning Park Avenue Chamber Symphony, as well as other
groups. A graduate of M.I.T., he lives near New York City.
PageRobert Shuster's fiction has appeared, or is forthcoming, in Witness, The Mississippi Review, The Alaska Quarterly
Review, and Another Chicago Magazine, among other publications. His short stories have been included in the
anthologies Micro Fiction, Yellow Silk II, and Short Prose for Critical Readers. His work has won several awards, among
them a fellowship from the American Antiquarian Society. He is a regular contributor to The Village Voice with art
reviews, and he has also written about arts and culture for The Los Angeles Times, The Portland Oregonian, The
Threepenny Review, and Seattle Weekly. An accomplished tuba player, he performs regularly with Manhattan's
award-winning Park Avenue Chamber Symphony, as well as other groups. A graduate of M.I.T., he lives near New
York City.
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James Jones Literary Society 2011 Board:
Jerry Bayne, Vice-President

Michael Mullen

Nancy Claypool

Janelle Oxford

Bonnie Culver, President

Diane Reed, Secretary

Ray Elliott , Past President

Dana Ringuette

Kevin Heisler, Past President

Tena Russ

James K. Johnson

Don Sackrider, Past President

Barbara Jones, Past President

Ed Seidel

Kaylie Jones

Anita Shelton

Thomas Jones, Sr.

Jon Shirota

Richard King

Nina Solomon

J. Michael Lennon, Past President

Kathy Stillwell

Wood Lewis

Beverly Turkal

Warren Mason, Treasurer

James Warner

Laurie Lowenstein Moyer

Tom Wood, Archivist

